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The Hurricanes

In September of 2017 the island of Saint Martin was hit 
by not one, but two, force five hurricanes within just one 
week. During the strongest of the two, Irma, winds were 
measured at almost 300 kilometers an hour.

The majority of the buildings on the island were damaged 
badly or completely destroyed in the hurricane. Roads were 
cut off by debris, whole blocks of houses were flooded. 
Suplies and food had to be flown in from Europe.

In the aftermath Saint Martin suffered from looting. 
Criminal gangs confiscated the fuel supplies and did pretty 
much what they wanted until french military stepped in.

People on the island were frightened, desperate and 
depressed.

These pictures were taken exactly six months after Irma 
struck Saint Martin. Even though the island is still in a bad 
shape a lot has happened since the catastrophy.
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Cornelia

”I just want one more grandkid. I almost have 
a whole football team of them all ready. Ten 
of them all in all. She’s one of them. And my 
youngest son had a boy just now, a beautiful 
boy. 

But I want one more. All my children have 
children, except one. And he’s 38. Lord, he says 
he’s only waiting for the right girl but when you 
wait so long, you risk ending up with the wrong 
person anyhow.
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Michelle

”This is my first year managing the 
Heineken Regatta. But I’ve been in 
the team many times before.

It’s a little special this time around 
though, cause of the damage to the 
island.

But still more than 100 boats have 
showed up! Last year it was 162 boats 
so it’s not that big of a difference.

We’ve been wanting to make a stand. 
Give the message that the island has 
bounced right back.”
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Mylene
”Of course I was terrified, the roof on our neighbour’s house flew right off. The wind was 
howling and I thought... I don’t know what I thought. I was just scared.

Luckily our house is high up on a hill so we had no flooding, but my god the wind.

My son, he was excited. At least he says so now. But I know deep down he was scared too. 
If you’re not scared in a storm like that then boy is something wrong with you.”
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May Ling

”This is the second election in less than a year 
and a half. I can feel the public loosing interrest.

In the last election we had a participant rate of 
60 percent. If we get the same this time around 
it’s a huge win.

And when the UD Party win, we have to make 
sure that the tourism gets back in business.”

Steve
”We’ve had a strange winter in Minnesota. Normally 
there’s one or two days that are really cold. But this 
year it’s been minus 14 all winter.

Here the weather is always the same though. I Like 
both ways, gotta have the bad things to get the 
good.”
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Damien

”It’s been such a slow season this year. I mean, 
normally I have a couple of charters like this a 
day. This is just like the fourth time I’ve been 
out all season.

I think about it some times, but I’m never angry. 
It is what it is. I have friends in construction and 
they all have a lot of work right now. What’s bad 
for one man is good for the other.

I’m happy for my friends you know, and if this 
season keeps on like this I might join them in 
constructing.

But I’d rather stay at sea.”
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Horsford

”I don’t know, for the future. The ocean is acting 
funny this year. Where my bar is, it used to be 
part of the lagoon. A long time ago. It was just 
the bottom of the ocean. 

Mr. Trump says the climate change is a hoax, 
but he just a clown. What does he know?

I think the ocean will reclaim what is her’s. It’s 
just too bad. I’m real happy with the way I’ve 
done up my bar this time.”
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Ria

”So many people have left the island foor good. 
I can understand them. The next hurricane 
season is starting in June again and many 
people still have no roof over their heads.

Irma was much worse than anything ever 
before. And worse than we expected. Now we 
have to learn from this so we are ready for the 
next one.

The only way to get back up from under a 
catastrophy like this is to forget, focus on the 
future and stay positive. No other way around 
it.”
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